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SECRET STATE 038335 

EXDIS 

E.O. 1I652:GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, ASEAN, MY, US 

SUBJECT: ASEAN TOUR D'HORIZON WITH MINISTER MUSA HITAM 

1 . MALAYSIAN PRIMARY INDUSTRIES MINISTER MUSA HITAM IN 
FEBRUARY 17 TALK WITH EA ASSISTANT SECRETARY-DESIGNATE 
HOLBROOKE OPENED THE DISCUSSION BY NOTING THAT HE PARTI- 
CULARLY HAD LOOKED EORWARD TO RECEIVING OUR CURRENT VIEWS 
SECRET 
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ON SOUTHEAST ASIAN POLICY. HE SAID THAT THE GOM'S 
IMPRESSION HAD BEEN THAT WE HAD LACKED A POST- VIETNAM 
SOUTHEAST ASIAN POLICY AS SUCH. HE THOUGHT THAT OUR 
POLICY NOW NEEDED REASSESSMENT IN A DIFFERENT LIGHT, AND 
NOT IN THE "MILITANT SENSE" THAT HAD CHARACTERIZED OUR 
EARLIER VIEW OF THE AREA. IN PARTICULAR, HE THOUGHT IT 
WAS AN APPROPRIATE TIME FOR A US-ASEAN DIALOGUE. HE 
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SAID THAT ASEAN CONTACTS WITH THE EEC, JAPAN AND CANADA 
WERE NOW PROCEEDING IN A MORE FORMALIZED WAY. WHEN THE 
ASEAN EOREIGN MINISTERS MEET IN MANILA PERHAPS A MORE 
DEEINITE TIME COULD BE PROPOSED EOR U.S. CONTACTS. 

2. HE DESCRIBED THE ASEAN INTEREST IN AN "INTERNATIONAL 
ECONOMIC RELATIONSHIP" RATHER THAN AID, AND SAID THAT 
ASEAN WAS "MORE SOLID THAN MIGHT OTHERWISE BE THOUGHT". IT 
HAD A LOT OE POLITICAL WILL BEHIND IT TO BEGIN WITH, BUT 
NOW, SOME PRACTICAL PROGRESS WAS BEING MADE. HE THEN 

ALLUDED TO THE "BROADER POLITICAL-MILITARY ASPECTS" OE 
ASEAN. HE SAID ASEAN MEMBERS DID LIKE TO PLAY DOWN THIS 
ASPECT OF THINGS, BUT THAT THERE DID EXIST ON THE BILATERAL 
LEVEL BETWEEN ASEAN MEMBERS, UNDERSTANDINGS ON WHAT COULD 
BE DONE, PARTICULARLY SHOULD MILITARY INTERVENTION IN 
MEMBER STATES BE REQUIRED. 

3. MUSA THEN REEERRED TO REPORTS THAT THE U.S. MIGHT SEEK 
NORMALIZATION WITH THE SRV. HE SAID THAT HE UNDERSTOOD 
THAT ANY SUCH DEVELOPMENT WOULD NOT BE AT THE COST OE OUR 
RELATIONS WITH OTHER SOUTHEAST ASIAN NATIONS. HE RAISED 
THE QUESTION WHETHER ANY ECONOMIC PROGRAMS FOR VIETNAM 
COULD BE LOOKED AT IN THE "TRIANGULAR" RELATIONSHIP OF 
SOUTHEAST ASIA-US-THE SRV, SUGGESTING AS AN ILLUSTRATION 
THAT A HOUSING PROGRAM EOR THE SRV MIGHT PROMOTE PREEABRI- 
CATED HOUSING PRODUCED IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. 

4. IN REPLY, HOLBROOKE LOOKED AT THE U.S. ROLE IN SOUTH- 
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EAST ASIA IN A BROAD HISTORICAL OVERVIEW. EROM THE 
JAPANESE COLLAPSE UNTIL 1975, THE U.S. PLAYED AN EXTRAOR- 
DINARILY ACTIVIST ROLE, WITH TROOPS AND PROGRAMS VIRTUALLY 
EVERYWHERE EXCEPT MALAYSIA-SINGAPORE. THAT ERA IS OVER. 
ALSO, THE PERIOD OF POST- VIETNAM TRAUMA AND WATERGATE IS 
ALSO OVER, AND WE ARE GOING TO RETHINK OUR POLICIES TOWARDS 
SOUTHEAST ASIA. 

5. THIS PROCESS HAS NOT REALLY STARTED YET, HE ADDED, 

BUT THE EOLLOWING GUIDELINES ARE CLEAR. WE SUPPORT ASEAN, 
AND WILL NOT TURN OUR BACKS ON IT. THE UNITED STATES WILL 
REMAIN AN ASIAN AND PACIEIC POWER. WE HAVE IMPORTANT 
INTERESTS IN THE REGION, INCLUDING AMONGST OTHER THINGS 
COMMERCIAL AND INVESTMENT INTERESTS. REGARDING ASEAN-US 
CONSULTATIONS, NOW THAT U.S. HAS CONVEYED PROPOSAL FOR 
CONSULTATIONS, THE BALL IS IN THE ASEAN COURT. IN THE 
PAST, WE HAVE HAD SOME SENSITIVITY ABOUT EMBRACING ASEAN 
TOO CLOSELY, FEARING TO EMBARRASS IT WITH TOO GREAT 
ATTENTION. BUT WE WOULD LOOK EORWARD TO SUCH CONSULTA- 
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TIONS. 

6. HOLBROOKE ASKED THAT MUSA CONVEY TO HIS EOREIGN 
MINISTER AND PRIME MINISTER THESE PRELIMINARY OUTLINES 
OE OUR THINKING. HE SAID THAT IT WOULD BE A WHILE BEEORE 

WE WERE ABLE TO TURN OUR EULL ATTENTION TO ASEAN QUESTIONS. 
WE MUST EIRST DEAL WITH OTHER PRIORITIES. IN THE MEAN- 
TIME, WE WOULD NOT WANT THE WRONG IDEA (OE DISINTEREST IN 
SOUTHEAST ASIA) TO GET ACROSS. MINISTER MUSA HITAM 
PROMISED TO CONVEY THIS MESSAGE TO HIS GOVERNMENT AND 
UNDERTOOK TO GO A STEP EURTHER, SAYING THAT HE WOULD 'MAKE 

SURE" THAT THE ASEAN EOREIGN MINISTERS SET A FIRM DATE 
FOR THE PROPOSED US-ASEAN CONSULTATIONS AT THEIR APRIL 
MEETING. 

7. COMMENT: MEETING WAS VERY CORDIAL AND UPBEAT. MUSA 
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REFERRED SEVERAL TIMES TO "SPECIAL US-MALAYSIAN " RELATION- 
SHIP, ONE NOT OF AID, BUT OF MUTUAL RESPECT, OF TRADE AND 
CONSULTATIONS. HE SAID THAT MALAYSIA LIKED TO PROJECT AN 
IMAGE OF A REASONABLE COUNTRY THAT CAN "BRIDGE THE GAP" OF 
THE NORTH-SOUTH DIALOGUE, AND CAST ASEAN IN A SIMILAR 
POSTURE. HE WAS PARTICULARLY FORTHCOMING ON SUBJECT OF 
PROPOSED US-ASEAN CONSULTATIONS. 
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TO AMEMBASSY SEOUL 

SECRET STATE 038335 

EXDIS 

FOL REPEAT STATE 038335 ACTION KUALA LUMPUR INFO SINGAPORE 
BANGKOK MANILA HONG KONG VIENTIANE TOKYO USUN PARIS 
JAKARTA LONDON DTD 19 FEB. 

QUOTE 

SECRET STATE 038335 

EXDIS 

E.O. 1I652:GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, ASEAN, MY, US 

SUBJECT: ASEAN TOUR D'HORIZON WITH MINISTER MUSA HITAM 

1 . MALAYSIAN PRIMARY INDUSTRIES MINISTER MUSA HITAM IN 
FEBRUARY 17 TALK WITH EA ASSISTANT SECRETARY-DESIGNATE 
HOLBROOKE OPENED THE DISCUSSION BY NOTING THAT HE PARTI- 
CULARLY HAD LOOKED FORWARD TO RECEIVING OUR CURRENT VIEWS 
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ON SOUTHEAST ASIAN POLICY. HE SAID THAT THE GOM'S 
IMPRESSION HAD BEEN THAT WE HAD LACKED A POST- VIETNAM 
SOUTHEAST ASIAN POLICY AS SUCH. HE THOUGHT THAT OUR 
POLICY NOW NEEDED REASSESSMENT IN A DIFFERENT LIGHT, AND 
NOT IN THE "MILITANT SENSE" THAT HAD CHARACTERIZED OUR 
EARLIER VIEW OF THE AREA. IN PARTICULAR, HE THOUGHT IT 
WAS AN APPROPRIATE TIME FOR A US-ASEAN DIALOGUE. HE 
SAID THAT ASEAN CONTACTS WITH THE EEC, JAPAN AND CANADA 
WERE NOW PROCEEDING IN A MORE FORMALIZED WAY. WHEN THE 
ASEAN FOREIGN MINISTERS MEET IN MANILA PERHAPS A MORE 
DEFINITE TIME COULD BE PROPOSED FOR U.S. CONTACTS. 

2. HE DESCRIBED THE ASEAN INTEREST IN AN "INTERNATIONAL 
ECONOMIC RELATIONSHIP" RATHER THAN AID, AND SAID THAT 
ASEAN WAS "MORE SOLID THAN MIGHT OTHERWISE BE THOUGHT". IT 
HAD A LOT OF POLITICAL WILL BEHIND IT TO BEGIN WITH, BUT 
NOW, SOME PRACTICAL PROGRESS WAS BEING MADE. HE THEN 

ALLUDED TO THE "BROADER POLITICAL-MILITARY ASPECTS" OF 
ASEAN. HE SAID ASEAN MEMBERS DID LIKE TO PLAY DOWN THIS 
ASPECT OF THINGS, BUT THAT THERE DID EXIST ON THE BILATERAL 
LEVEL BETWEEN ASEAN MEMBERS, UNDERSTANDINGS ON WHAT COULD 
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BE DONE, PARTICULARLY SHOULD MILITARY INTERVENTION IN 
MEMBER STATES BE REQUIRED. 

3. MUSA THEN REEERRED TO REPORTS THAT THE U.S. MIGHT SEEK 
NORMALIZATION WITH THE SRV. HE SAID THAT HE UNDERSTOOD 
THAT ANY SUCH DEVELOPMENT WOULD NOT BE AT THE COST OE OUR 
RELATIONS WITH OTHER SOUTHEAST ASIAN NATIONS. HE RAISED 
THE QUESTION WHETHER ANY ECONOMIC PROGRAMS FOR VIETNAM 
COULD BE LOOKED AT IN THE "TRIANGULAR" RELATIONSHIP OP 
SOUTHEAST ASIA-US-THE SRV, SUGGESTING AS AN ILLUSTRATION 
THAT A HOUSING PROGRAM POR THE SRV MIGHT PROMOTE PREPABRI- 
CATED HOUSING PRODUCED IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. 

4. IN REPLY, HOLBROOKE LOOKED AT THE U.S. ROLE IN SOUTH- 
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EAST ASIA IN A BROAD HISTORICAL OVERVIEW. PROM THE 
JAPANESE COLLAPSE UNTIL 1975, THE U.S. PLAYED AN EXTRAOR- 
DINARILY ACTIVIST ROLE, WITH TROOPS AND PROGRAMS VIRTUALLY 
EVERYWHERE EXCEPT MALAYSIA-SINGAPORE. THAT ERA IS OVER. 
ALSO, THE PERIOD OF POST- VIETNAM TRAUMA AND WATERGATE IS 
ALSO OVER, AND WE ARE GOING TO RETHINK OUR POLICIES TOWARDS 
SOUTHEAST ASIA. 

5. THIS PROCESS HAS NOT REALLY STARTED YET, HE ADDED, 

BUT THE POLLOWING GUIDELINES ARE CLEAR. WE SUPPORT ASEAN, 
AND WILL NOT TURN OUR BACKS ON IT. THE UNITED STATES WILL 
REMAIN AN ASIAN AND PACIPIC POWER. WE HAVE IMPORTANT 
INTERESTS IN THE REGION, INCLUDING AMONGST OTHER THINGS 
COMMERCIAL AND INVESTMENT INTERESTS. REGARDING ASEAN-US 
CONSULTATIONS, NOW THAT U.S. HAS CONVEYED PROPOSAL FOR 
CONSULTATIONS, THE BALL IS IN THE ASEAN COURT. IN THE 
PAST, WE HAVE HAD SOME SENSITIVITY ABOUT EMBRACING ASEAN 
TOO CLOSELY, PEARING TO EMBARRASS IT WITH TOO GREAT 
ATTENTION. BUT WE WOULD LOOK PORWARD TO SUCH CONSULTA- 
TIONS. 

6. HOLBROOKE ASKED THAT MUSA CONVEY TO HIS POREIGN 
MINISTER AND PRIME MINISTER THESE PRELIMINARY OUTLINES 
OP OUR THINKING. HE SAID THAT IT WOULD BE A WHILE BEPORE 

WE WERE ABLE TO TURN OUR PULL ATTENTION TO ASEAN QUESTIONS. 
WE MUST PIRST DEAL WITH OTHER PRIORITIES. IN THE MEAN- 
TIME, WE WOULD NOT WANT THE WRONG IDEA (OP DISINTEREST IN 
SOUTHEAST ASIA) TO GET ACROSS. MINISTER MUSA HITAM 
PROMISED TO CONVEY THIS MESSAGE TO HIS GOVERNMENT AND 
UNDERTOOK TO GO A STEP PURTHER, SAYING THAT HE WOULD "MAKE 

SURE" THAT THE ASEAN POREIGN MINISTERS SET A PIRM DATE 
POR THE PROPOSED US-ASEAN CONSULTATIONS AT THEIR APRIL 
MEETING. 
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7. COMMENT: MEETING WAS VERY CORDIAL AND UPBEAT. MUSA 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 04 STATE 038335 

REFERRED SEVERAL TIMES TO "SPECIAL US-MALAYSIAN" RELATION- 
SHIP, ONE NOT OF AID, BUT OE MUTUAL RESPECT, OF TRADE AND 
CONSULTATIONS. HE SAID THAT MALAYSIA LIKED TO PROJECT AN 
IMAGE OF A REASONABLE COUNTRY THAT CAN 'BRIDGE THE GAP" OF 
THE NORTH-SOUTH DIALOGUE, AND CAST ASEAN IN A SIMILAR 
POSTURE. HE WAS PARTICULARLY EORTHCOMING ON SUBJECT OE 
PROPOSED US-ASEAN CONSULTATIONS. 

HARTMAN 

UNQUOTE VANCE 


SECRET 
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